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The Modern Language Association Format


The Modern Language Association format is commonly called the MLA format. It is used when completing any paper for a humanities course. You will start off using the MLA format for all your classes and then at a later date be introduced to the American Psychological Association format; more commonly referred to as the APA format. APA format is used when completing a research paper for math and science courses. The two formats are like Pepsi and Coke. They are basically the same thing however, each one has distinct differences and most people prefer one to the other. In order to be college and career ready you must learn both formats.


This packet that you are reading right now is in MLA format. There are no bells and whistles in a MLA formatted paper. Many of you will feel compelled to jazz your paper up and/or make it colorful. Please, please, please fight the urge. On occasion a teacher may ask you to include something in a research paper that would not be considered MLA format. Make sure you give your teachers what they ask for.   

According to the MLA handbook, using this format will make your papers look sharper and help you to not plagiarize. You must learn how to paraphrase and/or use direct quotations properly. You can borrow anyone’s literary work, images and/or thoughts. However, you can only do this if you give the original owner credit for his/her work. In order for the reader of your paper to know you have borrowed another person’s work you must include in-text citations and a works cited page at the end of your paper. If you do not include the abovementioned you are plagiarizing, which is academically irresponsible and extremely unethical. There are consequences for these actions and you will damage your reputation as well (MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 60-61).

You have plagiarized if you copied or paraphrased another person’s thoughts and did not give credit. Remember even if you change words around you must give the original owner of the work credit. If you include text or images from the Internet you must also give someone or an organization credit. Unless you are using your own thoughts, images, and work you must give credit.

There are many people in the building that will help you. You may come to the LMC anytime to ask for help. There are books that you can borrow that will teach you how to properly format your papers and an abundance of websites that provide excellent information. These websites can be found on the library media center’s webpage. If you need help, just ask! Visit the library media center or the LMC’s webpage for helpful information. Do not make a choice that could damage your reputation.
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