
 
Identifying High Quality Websites 

 

 
How to Evaluate Website  



Learning Objective:     

n Learning Objective:  Scholars will be 
able to understand and apply specific 
criteria to evaluate websites for 
reliability and accuracy by using a 
website evaluation checklist. 



Common Core Learning Standards:  

n  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.a 
Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, 
text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 



American Association of  School Librarians (AASL) 

Standards for the 21st-Century Learner 

 

n  1.1.2 Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning. 

n  1.1.5 Evaluate information found in selected sources on the basis of  accuracy, 
validity, appropriateness for needs, importance, and social and cultural context 

n  2.2.3 Employ a critical stance in drawing conclusions by demonstrating that the 
pattern of  evidence leads to a decision or conclusion.  



Focus Questions:  

1. How does the ease of  publishing on the Internet affect the content 
on many websites?  

a.  Think about the steps you take when publishing a writing piece for class. 
b.  Think about the process an author goes through after completing a book. 

Does it go from the author’s computer to the bookstore? 

2. Why is it important to carefully evaluate a website before you rely on 
the information found on that website? 



Vocabulary:  

Domain Specific (Content) 

n  Trustworthy: worthy of  your trust, dependable 

n  Publish: to present a finished piece of  work to the public 

n  Evaluate: to carefully examine something to figure out its value 

n  Criteria: standards on which you base a judgment 

n  Biased: one-sided opinion 

n  URL (Universal Resource Locator): The address of  a specific Website on 
the Internet.   (i.e.  www.scholarsnyc.com) 



Vocabulary:  

Academic  

n  Research: an organized careful study that is done to find and report new knowledge 
about something 

n  Review: a formal assessment or examination of  something 

n  Ease: to move through something without difficulty 

n  Tilde  ~ : Usually indicates a personal page on a organization or educational website 

Other uses for the tilde:  

n  A mark placed over certain letters to indicate a specific sound 

n  Seen in mathematical equations 



Work to Be Done at Home 

Homework: 

1.  Download and print the document titled “Website Evaluation Checklist.” 
Keep it in your LMC folder. You will need it during your next class visit. 
It can be found at the link below. 

2.  Complete the worksheet that was handed out for this lesson. Follow the 
directions on the worksheet. If  you were absent or misplaced the work 
sheet it can be found at the link below titled “Evaluating Websites – 
Homework.” 

http://scholarsacademylmc.weebly.com/website-evaluation.html 



Lesson in Class 

n  Do now:  (5 minutes) 

n  In your triad review and discuss the answers to the questions from the 
homework. 

n  On a post-it respond to the prompt “I’m still wondering…” 

n  And/or craft your own question 

n  Place your post-it on the chart paper under the appropriate category and we 
will discuss this as part of  our next lesson. 



Group Task 

Group Work Task:  (20 minutes) 

n  Triads will review the checklist  

n  Triads will then navigate to the appropriate website located on the LMC 
website and begin the task 

n  Triads can refer to the screencasts as needed 

n  Triads will go through each component on the checklist and explain their 
answers 

n  Triads will then conclude the evaluation by deciding if  the cite is credible 



Independent Task 

Independent Work Task (10 minutes) 

n   Students will have ten minutes to begin evaluating a website of  their choice 
or one they chose for their LDC on the fall and decline of  The Roman 
Empire. 

n  Due next class visit 



Extension Activity 

Triads will discuss: (10 minutes) 

n  How will the website evaluation checklist help you to become a 
more thorough and responsible researcher? 

n  How is this newly learned information going to help you beyond the 
6th grade?   
n  Do you think you could apply what you have learned to sites that aren’t 

just for school research, such as a site about your favorite singer or sports 
team? Why or why not 



End of  the Lesson Assessment/Wrap Up/ 

Summary/Reflection  

n  Reflect on what you wrote on the post-it at the beginning of  the 
lesson.  If  your question has now been answered please go and 
remove your post-it off  the chart. 

n  Students will complete a Google assessment form at home.  


